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as bearing on what may be called the theory of
prayer.    Prayer, however, is to be found as a practice
of most nations, even those with little civilisation.
It is not to be supposed that uninstructed nations
think of it as I have been attempting to explain,
and yet its very general prevalence indicates that
there is some want in the human mind which it
tends to  supply.    I suppose it originated in the
combination of a feeling of desire for some object
which a man was unable to effect, or doubted whether
he could effect, with a belief that there was a higher
being, or higher beings, possessed of far greater
power than himself, who might be able to accomplish
the object, and who might be induced to yield to en-
treaties to do so.    This, however, does not by itself
involve  anything necessarily elevating; indeed, it
may be the very reverse.   It may be that the object
sought is one of revenge, or success in an unjust war.
By itself alone prayer merely implies a desire of
furtherance of the objects in the heart, and those
objects may be evil ones.    In such a case prayer is
rather lowering than the reverse; it offers an en-
couragement to evil passions.   But even if the thing
sought were in itself harmless, the praying for it
may involve nothing more than a wish to have it,
and the prayer may come to be regarded merely as a
sort of charm for obtaining it.    How completely the
idea of prayer may be degraded into that of a mere